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Policing key to SECA success

On May 19, ships operating in the Baltic Sea will be tasked with assuring compliance with new

tougher sulphur regulations as part of MARPOL Annex VI. Timothy Wilson, Product Manager and

Principal Consultant Engineer for fuel testing agency Lloyd’s Register FOBAS tells Bunkerworld
that without proper enforcement the legislation could become a white elephant.

s May 19 approaches,
Amosf ship operators in
the Baltic Sea region have

developed a strategy that enables
them to comply to MARPOL
Annex VI's requirement within
Sulphur Emissions Control Areas
(SECAs), which will limit sulphur
in bunker fuel in the

ratified MARPOL Annex VI will
still need to adhere to it if they
enter countries who have ratified
to the Annex. "But technically a
ship will not need to comply
if neither the flag it sails under
or the countries it sails between
have ratified to Annex.VI", adds
Wilson.

region to 1.5%m/m sul-
phur or less.

"A number of fleets,
regularly trading in the
Baltic SECA  have
already made the leap to
1.5%", claims Timothy
Wilson. "Some will burn
1.5% at all times, others
are adopting the prac-
tice to switch over from
high sulphur to low sulphur fuels
by using segregated low and high
sulphur fuels tanks (as they leave
and enter SECA waters)."

For some household names in
the shipping sector the fast-
approaching deadline has acted as
a catalyst for a new environmental
approach to fuel procurement.
"Shipowners are beginning to talk
about the environment and some
see this as an occasion where they
should demonstrate their environ-
mental policies and spare no
expense," adds Wilson, who
through his work for FOBAS has
taken a leading role in monitoring
the introduction of cleaner fuels.

One of the world's leading
Ro-Ro  operators  Wallenius
Wilhelmsen forward thinking
approach to the environment has
been well-documented, but some
might be surprised to hear that BP
Shipping's large fleet of Tankers
and the giant container operators
AP Moeller / Maersk, and
Evergreen have already begun to
procure lower sulphur fuels.

Wilson is the first to admit that
for the many proactive operators
there will be a few who may look
to take a more retrospective
approach to the legislation.

"There are anomalies with the
legislation when it comes to polic-
ing and enforcement," suggests
Wilson. The very nature of MAR-
POL Annex VI requires that ships

not flagged in countries that have

Timothy Wilson

One scenario illustrat-
ed by Wilson could see a
non-compliant state
flagged wvessel travel
from St. Petersburg to
New York without burn-
ing low sulphur fuel.

The journey would
take the vessel through
international waters and
would not encroach upon
'SECA' waters even when it
passed by the Great Belt, a passage
deemed as international waters.

This scenario throws open the
very likely development come
May 19 some operators may be
able to avoid compliance com-
pletely. The ship will become
unstuck though if it were to enter
a signatory state at a later date
and come under scrutiny of the
port state control as they check
their Annex VI compliance
records. It also highlights the
likely scenario that some states
will enforce Annex VI low sul-
phur regulations in a much
tougher manner than others.

Ship owners are concerned as to
the lack of clarity in Annex VI over
penalties imposed for non-compli-
ance and how long a ship can be
detained for, and which jurisdica-
tion a seized vessel falls under will
require further clarification from
ratified states come May 19.

The UK's Maritime and
Coastguard Agency (MCA) has
already demonstrated it can be a
forceful enforcer of Annex VI
compliance; having already car-
ried out inspections since the
implementation of Annex VI on
19 May 2005.

The UK, along with Sweden
and Denmark, are likely to be
active in maintaining thorough
enforcement of SECA legislation,
but Wilson admits that policing
levels will vary from state to state.

"There is no standardisation of
enforcement,"explains ~ Wilson.
"For example, we may well see
some state controls allow non-
compliant vessels that have been
seized to leave port as long as
arrangements have been for the
vessel to buy low sulphur fuel at
their next port of call.”

Wilson maintains that the driv-
ing force in making the world's first
SECA work will not only fall on the
shipping companies themselves
but also from conscientious bunker
suppliers and Port State Controls.

Wilson  takes a
approach to predicting how suc-
cessful the SECA will be, but
points to some vessels' crews con-
fusion with Annex VI sample tak-

cautious

concerns than others.

The anomalies of the Annex
VI are being reviewed by the
IMO, with a view to a revised
MARPOL Annex VI being
unveiled by 2008. The reality,
according to sources contacted
by Bunkerworld in the IMO, may
be that the legislation is not fully
ratified until

2011 however - thus exposing
the IMO to more accusations of
sloth-esque movement on key
legislation for the shipping sector.

As with current sampling
guidelines, the new SECA will
be judged as much on compli-
ance and enforcement as its
merit - no matter how appropri-
ate the legislation.

Vessels ply their trade in Helsinki, Finland but will they come under
more scrutiny from May 197

ing as a forewarning that the tran-
sition to cleaner fuels may not be
plain sailing.

"Some ship operators are issu-
ing notes of non-compliance when
they receive 'off-spec' fuel receipts
or samples, but are not always reg-
istering this with the their flag
administration or port state con-
trol authorities. The non-compli-
ance notice may then not be taken
into account,” Wilson explains.

He continues: "The crews are
not fully understanding of when
they are in compliance and when
they are not - despite guidelines
being clear for sample taking and
clearly need more orientation into
the significance and importance of
these procedures.” Wilson adds
that some suppliers take a more
active role in dealing with 'clients'

"Regrettably we will see some
companies that don't comply,”
says Wilson. The IMO is encour-
aging both signatory and non
signatory states to take a tough
stance on enforcement and track
unlawful companies, but Wilson
understands that some member
states may take time to build up
the resources to provide suffi-
cient enforcement.

"We must not forget this is the
first major step for the marine
industry to contribute to the
reduction of harmful emissions.
If the industry pulls together on
this then we will all enjoy the
benefits of a cleaner environment
and be proud that our generation
made the difference," he advises.

"Without compliance and
policing many won't bother." B
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